
Home learning grid for school closure                                          11th May 2020 

Writing  Reading Number 
 
 
We would like you to invent a new 
animal. Think about what it looks 
like, what it sounds like, how it 
moves, and what it eats. Is it scary 
or cuddly or something else 
altogether? Would it be a pet or live 
in the wild?   Think about your 
animal and then pick one of the 
following challenges: 
 
1 Draw your animal and write some 
words around it to describe it. 
 
2 Draw your animal and write a 
sentence or two to describe it. 
 
3Can you write a story about your 
animal? 

Pick any of the following activities: 
 

1. Design a new front cover for 
a book you are reading. 
Think about the characters 
and the setting of the story 
and try to include them in 
your front cover. 

2. Read a story and then retell 
the story to a family member 
in your own words. 

3. Write a short letter to the 
author of your book. Tell 
them your opinion of their 
book and ask them any 
questions that you have 
about the book 

Choose any of the following 
activities: 

1. Think of any number 
between 1 and 30 (e.g 23) 
estimate (which means 
guess) how far you will get 
to if walk if you walk 23 
steps. Now walk 23 steps 
(counting as you go) and 
see if you were right. Can 
you count backwards to get 
back to where you started? 

 
 
 
 

2: Use  chalk (or water and a 
paintbrush) if you have some to draw 
numbers up to 10 or 20 on the 
ground. Try and jump as far as you 
can and see what number you can 
make it to. How many jumps does it 
take you to reach 10? 20? Can you 
go as far as 30? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.You could create a number 
addition machine using toilet tubes 
and cups. Drop items in and discover 
what the answer is. 

 
 
 

 

HELLO PRIMARY 1 😊 WE HOPE THAT YOU ALL HAD A LOVELY WEEKEND. WE ENJOYED RECEIVING YOUR 

PICTURES AND MESSAGES LAST WEEK AND WE ARE GLAD THAT YOU ENJOYED THE ACTIVITIES FROM LAST 

WEEK’S GRID. HERE IS THE GRID FOR THIS WEEK FOR YOU TO PICK AND CHOOSE WHAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO DO. 

IT WOULD BE REALLY HELPFUL IF EVERYONE COULD TRY TO COMPLETE THE EXTRA CHALLENGE (THERE IS A 

SEPARATE VIDEO EXPLAINING WHAT THIS IS) DON’T FORGET TO LET US KNOW HOW YOU GOT ON. HAVE FUN! 



Spelling Talking & Listening Maths/Numeracy 
 

Buried Treasure: 
 
Like you did the other week with the 
numbers; find stones and paint your 
letter sounds on each stone. Ask a 
grown up or brother/sister to hide 
the stones around the garden. Can 
you go on a treasure hunt and find 
sounds to spell your tricky words, 

 
 
  

Simon Says: Play Simon Says with 
a parent or sibling.  
 

NAME THAT NOISE Close your 
eyes, or use a blindfold. Ask a parent 
or sibling to make a variety of sounds 
around the house or classroom, can 
you work out what the sound is. 
Examples might include, closing a 
window/door, dropping a book on the 
ground, tapping on a table, flipping a 
light switch, or opening and closing a 
drawer. 

 

 
Time: Use a stopwatch and ask a 
grown up to explain how it works, they 
might have one on their phone if you 
haven’t got a stopwatch in the house: 
 
How many jumps can you do in 20 
seconds? 30seconds? 
 
How far can you run in 2 minutes? 
 
How many times can you run to a 
certain point in your garden and back 
in 1 minute? 2 minutes?  
 
Use the stopwatch to time how long it 
takes to do tasks such as brushing 
your teeth? Don’t forget us to let us 
know your findings. 

Something fun! Problem to solve! IDL Theme/Project 
 

Please could everybody complete 
the fun poster challenge (there is a 
video explaining all about this on 
your  learning journal) please send 
photos of yourself holding your 
poster to you class teacher : )  
 
Have a movie night: turn the living 
room into a cinema by making it 
dark, get some popcorn or your 
favourite snack and watch your 
favourite movie. 

 
 

Go on a ‘colour hunt’ find as many 
orange items as you can? As many 
red? Yellow? Green? Blue? Bring 
everything you find together and 
see if you can build a rainbow using 
the items that you found. 

 
Can you show your emotions using 
art? 
 
What does angry look like?  
What does happy look like? 
What does sad look like? 
What does excited look like? 
 
Think of the colours that you 
associate with these emotions. Can 
you show these emotions in a 
creative way? 
 
 

Filthy Fridays (Outdoor Learning) 
 
Go on a minibeast hunt. Write down 
or draw pictures of all the creatures 
that you found Count how many legs 
they have and compare the size of 
the creatures you find. Can you find 
something with 6 legs? Something 
with 8 legs? Something with 0 legs? 
Can you find something that flies? 
Something that doesn’t fly? 
 
Can you find a creature smaller than 
your little finger? Can you find 
something larger than your finger? 
Take pictures of some of the 
creatures that you find and send 
them to us. 

Religious & Moral Education Modern Languages Art/Music/Drama/PE 
Do something kind and helpful for 
your family. Why don’t you offer to 
help set the table or wash the 
dishes? You could maybe help 
mum and dad with the cooking and 
cleaning. I’m sure everyone would 
really appreciate the kind act. 

Have a listen to the following popular 
nursery rhyme in French. Do you 
recognise it? Can you join in? 
https://www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=4ebisolg-00 
 
 
Have a look on youtube for any 
other French nursery rhymes that 
you can listen to. 

Art: Can you draw some of your 
favourite jungle animals, maybe you 
could even draw the jungle that they 
live in too. Think of colour and shape 
and don’t forget to send us pictures 
of your art work 
 
 
Drama: In the Jungle: Continuing on 
from your art theme, ask an adult to 
name an animal that lives in the 
jungle. Use your body to become 
that animal, think about the way the 
animal moves, the speed it moves at 
and the sounds it makes. Move 
around your garden pretending to be 
that animal. Can other members of 
your family work out what you are? 
 
Music: Have a wee look at Mr 
Craighead’s blog ( shared on 
learning journals and twitter ) as he 

https://www.youtube.com/


is sharing amazing music lessons for 
you all. 
 
 
 
PE Catching and Throwing. Continue 
developing your catching and 
throwing skills. Throw a ball to 
members of your family and ask 
them to throw it back. Move further 
apart from each other the more 
confident you become. Play games 
involving throwing such as 
dodgeball. 
 

Health & Wellbeing Science/Technologies Questions 
 
Can you make a healthy snack? 
Think of foods that you know are 
healthy and good for you. Fruit and 
vegetables are an example of 
healthy foods. Maybe you could 
make a fruit kebab or a fruit salad? 

 
Building Resilience: Respect 

Yourself Reflection Task: 
When did you last say something 
positive or kind about yourself, 
have something healthy to eat or 
drink and have a good nights 
sleep? Make a poster or drawing of 
the things that you do to look after 
yourself. 

 
Fireworks in a glass: 

This is a very cool, simple and fun 

experiment, and also completely safe, 

just don’t drink the water! 

Method 
Fill the tall glass with warm water. 
Pour a small amount of oil into 
another container and add a few 
drops of food colouring. 
Give it a good stir, if it doesn’t mix, 
add a bit of water. 
Pour the food colouring and oil 
mixture into the warm water and 
watch the safe fireworks form in the 
glass! 

 

We love receiving emails or 
tweets showing us what you have 
all been up to at home.  

 
Please e-mail us on:  
P1a: 
Charlie.gray@duddingston.edin.sch.uk 
or 
Helena.walker@duddingston.edin.sch.uk  
 
P1b: 
Sophie.smith@duddingston.edin.sch.uk  

 
Or tweet us at: 
 

P1a: @P1MrsW_MrsG 
 
P1b: @p1b_MissS 
 
Please remember to keep 
checking your learning journal 
for updates. Also check the P1 
Home Learning page on the 
school website. There are 4 
pages with resources you may 
enjoy using at home. 
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