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Dear families, 

 

Well done everyone for a very successful first week on Learning 

Journals. It has been great to see so much more of what our learners 

have been getting up to and it seems that there is lots of enthusiasm 

for our new topic! 

Lots more to look forward to this week, including an art competition, 

a resilience task from Skipper and some super, spectacular Space 

stuff. 

Have an out-of-this-world week, 

Miss Duff and Mr Pritchard 
 

Keep in touch! 
Thanks so much for all the emails letting us know what you are getting up to.  

We are always here to do whatever we can to support you and your family while the school is closed. 

Do not hesitate to get in touch. 

Email Mr Pritchard: stephen.pritchard@duddingston.edin.sch.uk Email Miss Duff: kristina.duff@duddingston.edin.sch.uk  

We are both regularly monitoring our emails. 

 

Follow us on Twitter! 

@DuddyP2  
We’d still like to use Twitter for sharing some 

fun stuff from us and from home! 

If you’re not on Twitter, you should still be able 

to read our Tweets by visiting 

twitter.com/DuddyP2 

 
Website 

If you have found any resources that you have 

enjoyed using in your home learning, please let 

send them in to us. We’d love to share them 

with everyone through the website. 

Find lessons from our fantastic Music teacher at mrcraigheadmusic184794772.wordpress.com  

Or get inspired to stay active by following our equally fantastic PE teacher on Twitter @MrsLeggatt_PE.  

 

mailto:stephen.pritchard@duddingston.edin.sch.uk
mailto:kristina.duff@duddingston.edin.sch.uk
https://twitter.com/DuddyP2
file:///D:/UserData/9074158/Downloads/mrcraigheadmusic184794772.wordpress.com
https://twitter.com/mrsLeggatt_pe?s=20


Home learning grid for school closure     Primary 2     week beginning 11th May 2020 

Writing  Reading Number 

You’ve worked really hard on punctuation for the last few 
weeks and now… it’s story time! 

 
Use one of the space story starter sentences… How will you 
finish the sentence? 
 

You may find the planning sheet and writing frame helpful. 
They are available on Learning Journals and the website. 

 
Story starter: opening sentence 
It all started when I found an alien in my shed. 
Story starter: title 
The Day The Moon Fell Down 
Story starter: character 
An astronaut who is afraid of the dark. 

Reading comprehension 
Choose one of the attached reading comprehension 
activities to read and answer questions too. 
 
You may need to take your time to read the text if there are 
new words and get an adult or older sibling to help you. 
 
Can you make up some questions about something you’ve 
read this week for someone else to have a go at? 
 
You can continue to make use of free reading resources at 
BBC Bitesize, Epic, Storynory etc. – see previous grids – and 
keep practising reading aloud as often as you can! 

Backwards counting moving towards subtraction 
Work through the following with a grown up. Only move on 
when you are feeling really confident at each stage.  
Please note, your child may not be ready for stage 3 or 4, so 
keep practising at stage 1 or 2 for now! 

1. Practise counting backwards in the range 0-20, 0-50, 
0-100. 

2. Play with a collection of objects. Count the group. 
Take some away. Count how many are left. 

3. Continue with the objects. Count the group. Hide 
the group. Take some away. 
Either: 
a. I’ve taken away 4. How many are left? 

(Child counts backwards 4 to solve) 
b. There are 5 left. How many did I take away? 

(Child counts backwards and tracks on fingers) 
4. Try writing activities from 3 as subtraction sums. 

Talking & Listening 

Mr Pritchard enjoys listening to podcasts. You can find shows 
about all kinds of things you are interested in. For Mr. P just 
now, it’s history about American Presidents and sport, 
because I miss watching football and Formula 1 on the TV. 
 
Can you find a children’s podcast that interests you? 
Here are some suggestions: 

- But Why - n.pr/2SKxqVv 
Answering curious kids’ questions 

- Brains On! – brainson.org 
Science based questions answered for kids. 

- 500 Words - bbc.in/35BY8oH 
Competition finalist stories written by kids. 

- Astronomy Cast - astronomycast.com/ 

On for those keen on our new topic. 
Or look at these collections of children’s’ podcasts: 

picklebums.com/ten-of-the-best-podcasts-for-kids/ 
commonsensemedia.org/blog/the-best-podcasts-for-kids 

fatherly.com/play/the-best-podcasts-for-kids/ 

  
Why not try making your own podcast?  
Perhaps you could interview a parent/carer about their job? 
Maybe you could do an episode about space? 
Or use technology to record a podcast with a friend you can’t 
visit just now? 
Soundtrap is one website that allows you to record and edit! 

Spelling Maths/Numeracy 

Tricky Words 2: The Next Frontier 
 

Last week we were looking at our tricky words. 
Here’s a new set for you to tackle. 
 

Mild Medium Spicy 

come little school 

some give before 

said live because 

one most story 

you old does 

all house done 
 

Use them in sentences. 
Hide them in a picture. 

Create a tricky words poster. 
Get someone to test your tricky word spelling! 

 
And don’t forget about Sumdog spelling! 

Time 
Can you practice telling the time on the hour? 
 
Could you make a timetable of all the things you do at a 
different time? 
E.g: Wake up: 7:00 o’clock 
       Eat Breakfast: 8:00 o’clock   
 
Perhaps you could make an imaginary diary of your perfect 
day, what would it include? 
E.g: 
Wake up: 10:00 o’clock. 
Swim with dolphins: 11:00 o’clock 
Ride a rollercoaster: 12:00 o’clock. 
 
Perhaps make your own time board game like the one here! 
 

 

n.pr/2SKxqVv
brainson.org
bbc.in/35BY8oH
http://www.astronomycast.com/
https://picklebums.com/ten-of-the-best-podcasts-for-kids/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/the-best-podcasts-for-kids
https://www.fatherly.com/play/the-best-podcasts-for-kids/


Something fun! Problem to solve! IDL Theme/Project 

Play! 
 
Can you find 10 things around your house that you think 
would be useful in Space. 
 
Can you create a roleplay? 
Perhaps you are an astronaut landing on a new planet for 
the first time? 
Maybe you are an alien seeing a human for the first time? 
How do you feel? 
What can you see? 
 
Can you imagine a new planet? 
How would it be different from our planet? 
Who would live there and what would they look like? 
 
 
 

This week your problem to solve involves answering these 
questions: 
 
Who is Neil Armstrong? 
 
What was his job? 
 
What did he become famous for? 
 
Did he say something that also became very famous? 
 
If you are able to answer any of these questions we would 

love you to share your answers with us 😊  
 
 
 

Mr Pritchard and Miss Duff hope you have enjoyed learning 
some facts about Space so far! We have loved some of the 

work you have shared with us. 
 
Position and names of the Planets 
 
This week can you watch the PowerPoint with some amazing 

Space facts? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dc-arxp3Ke0  

 
Once completed can you complete the worksheet 

attached? 
 

Seasons 
Can you watch the video below to help us understand why 

we have different seasons? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T6SSOoEMwAA  

Perhaps you could draw and label all 4 different seasons? 
Could you write, talk to a family member or even make a 
video explaining why we have different seasons and what 

your favourite season is. 

Religious & Moral Education Modern Languages Art/Music/Drama 

Following on from our Health and Wellbeing Topic, can you 
listen to Miss Duff read a story about friendship and what 
makes us all different. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t6U_3DgqK64  
 
What differences do and your friends have? 
What similarities do you and your friends have? 
Why is it important to be a good friend? 
What can we do or say to tell and show our friends they are 
important to us? 

Alien bodyparts 
Can you draw a picture of an alien, you could make them as 

scary, friendly spotty or stripy as you like! 
 

Can you label their body parts in French? 
 

The word mat under the P2 tab  
or on Learning Journals may help you. 

 
 

 
  

 
 

Can you create a piece of Art to show what you have learnt 
about Space so far? 
 
Could you create a picture exploring light and dark? 
You could draw, paint or sketch day time and night time. 
 
Could you find a patch of sun and draw your favourite 
person or object looking at their shadow and trying to draw 
that into your picture. 
 
Spaceship Porthole (instructions available in P2 tab) 
Perhaps you could think about portholes from a Spaceship 
what would you see? 
 
Could you create a porthole using paper plates or cardboard, 
you could paint or draw what you might see looking out the 
window, or what an alien might see if they look in?  
 
Music 
Remember, you can also visit Mr Craighead’s blog for some 
special music lessons for P1 and P2. Just go to Learning 
Journals or: mrcraigheadmusic184794772.wordpress.com  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dc-arxp3Ke0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T6SSOoEMwAA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t6U_3DgqK64


Health & Wellbeing Sciences/Technologies Questions 

We have a new whole school resilience programme coming 
next week which we are very excited about. 
 
As part of a whole school home learning task we are asking 
children to reflect on what we have learnt about being 
unique. 
We are asking them to complete the following activity. 
 
When did you last say something positive about yourself, 
have something healthy to eat or drink and have a good 
night’s sleep? 
 
Make a poster or drawing of the things you do to look after 
yourself. 
 
 

Star Gazing 
We hope you enjoyed looking at the stars last week, 
although we know this may have been tricky as at the 
moment it doesn’t get dark until very late! 
 
Please follow the link below to find some amazing STEM 
(Science Technology Engineering and Maths) activities you 
might like to try 
https://downloads.bbc.co.uk/tv/guides/bbc_stargazing_live_
activity_pack.pdf  
 
 
Rocket Building 
This week you might also like to have a go at creating a 
rocket! 
You could create a rocket from junk, playdough, paper, 
Lego…anything you can find. 
You might draw a rocket or design it on Minecraft. 
What features does your rocket have? 
How will it get back to Earth? 

We would love to hear from you all. 
 

What have you been learning? 
What’s your proudest achievement this week? 

What does your learning space look like? 
 

Send us an email 
kristina.duff@duddingston.edin.sch.uk 

stephen.pritchard@duddingston.edin.sch.uk 
 

or Tweet to 
@DuddyP2 

 
Remember to share your Happy News with Miss 

Smith if you want it shared on the school website. 
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