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Dear Parents/Carers, 

Duddingston Parent Groups Newsletter 

Remember… 

We have a 
Facebook page 

giving information: 
Duddingston 

Primary Parents. 

   

 

 

 

Welcome to your first newsletter of the 2019/2020 school term 😊 

This newsletter is issued to update all members of the school community 
on the work and efforts of the three parent groups:  Parent Council (PC), 
Fundraising and events (FET), the Charitable Trust (CT) and to provide 
an update on the school library.  All groups work hard to support the school 
and fundraise throughout the year to benefit pupils from Nursery to P7.   

FET Contact 
Details 

Catherine Koppe 
(FET Secretary) 

carassius@ 
ownmail.net 

 
 

Next FET meeting:  
Monday 28th 

October, Portobello 
High, 7pm. 

 

 

 

 

Fundraising and Events Team (FET) 
News 

 

 

Halloween Parties! 

 

It is nearly that time of year again - for some Halloween fun!  At the first 
meeting of the term the FET discussed and made arrangements for the 
parties.  The parties are always enjoyed by all the children and everyone 
enjoys seeing each other and the teachers dressed up!  Children can 
dress up if they wish, no scary masks please. £2 is payable on the door 
to help support the funding of the parities.   

 

P1-P3 with Tricky Ricky 
Thursday 24th October 

6-7.45pm 
 

P4-P5 with Starz 
Wednesday 23rd October 

6.45-7.10pm 
 

P6-P7 Halloween Party/Disco with Starz 
Wednesday 23rd October 

7.15-8.45pm 
 

 

 

Important 

information… 
 

 Entrance and 
exit to parties is 
via the front 
door only. 
 

 The school back 
gate will be 
closed.  
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Charitable Trust (CT) News 
 

 

FET funding priorities  

School funding priorities are the inclusion fund, school clubs, library and outdoor areas. 

FET funds raised last year were discussed at the recent meeting and are being allocated across the 
funding priorities including:  

 Imaginate 3-year theatre program     

 Paint for playground games for P1-P2 playground 

 School library, including ‘The Week’ magazine subscription  

 Gardening tools and some plants 
 

Next CT meeting: 
Monday 18th 
November, 

Portobello High, 
6.30 - 8pm. 

 

 Easyfundraising is one of the biggest charity shopping 
fundraising sites which turns your everyday online shopping into free donations for the school.   
 
How does it work? Just start your online shopping first at easyfundraising, then shop as normal. Retailers 
will then make a small donation to say “thank you”.  Search for 'Duddingston Primary School - Edinburgh' 
and click "support us" to register the school as your cause.  You can shop with over 3,600 retailers such 
as Amazon, eBay, John Lewis, Argos, NEXT, Uswitch.com and Booking.com.  There is no catch or 
hidden charges and the school will be really grateful for any donations made as we will put all of these 
funds towards school priorities. It really does add up across the year and we can keep you posted on 
how much the site raises! 

 

 

Theatre and Dance 
 
The new school year got off to a good start with the Trust enabling the 
school to apply for one of only fifteen heavily discounted opportunities for 
theatre and dance performances. This new project from Imaginate 
(Edinburgh International Children’s Festival) and Theatre in Schools 
Scotland is called ‘Inspiring Schools – Explore’. 
   
This is a three-year project, and each year includes theatre performances 
in school, a trip to the Children’s Festival for two classes and professional 
learning for up to 12 teachers. It’s great to hear that the FET are able to 
fund this opportunity – some good team working between the Trust and 
FET! 

 

 

CT Contact 
Details: 

Evelyn Mitchell 

(CT Chair) 

 

evsmitchell@ 

hotmail.com 
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Solar PV Project 
 
The CT are also working on an exciting project looking at the installation of solar PV panels for the 
school, which would use any profit made to take forward the work of the Trust for the benefit of the 
school.  
 

The aim is that the CT will own and operate a 30kW solar PV system, probably on the nursery roof.  
Apart from bringing in a modest income over the lifetime of the panels, this will be an educational 
resource and help reduce carbon emissions.  We think this will be a great resource to have, especially 
as so many young people are supporting the Climate Strikes in response to the recent Climate 
Emergency declaration. We’ve made some progress but need some help: 
 

Progress so far: 

 Secured the last of the Government’s Feed in Tariff (FIT) so  

we’ll get paid a guaranteed amount for energy generated 

 In the final stages of securing a grant for £16,000 for over 

half the cost 

 Four contractors have visited the site to provide quotes 

 Working with the school and Edinburgh Council’s Energy  

Officer for approval to progress 

 Applied for an electricity grid connection  
 

Still lots to do (please get in touch if you can help): 

 We’re looking for ideas and support for fund raising – we want this to be fun and to involve the 

whole school community and local businesses 

 Could you join the project team to help make this happen? 

 Support a Green Day at school to fundraise and learn about the project 

 We also need legal and TAX advice and advice on how to handle VAT  
 

To get the FIT we need to have installed and commissioned the system by March 2020, so it’s all 

needing to happen soon! Please get in touch with the CT Chair if you have ideas or can offer help. 

 

 
 
 
 

  

 

School Grounds/Outdoor Space 
 
Another important focus of the CT is the 
development of a Playground Strategy. 
This will focus on certain areas of the 
school grounds and will build on the work 
already undertaken by the Trust to 
improve playground facilities and outdoor 
learning opportunities and to provide 
additional play equipment for the children. 
 

Sources of funding for this are being 
looked into, and planting/maintenance 
mornings organised when possible - the 
willow structures were refreshed recently 
and are looking much better.  
 

Mock-up of panels on nursery roof 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                                                                                                                

School library 
Volunteers 

 
If you are 

interested in 

volunteering 

contact 

susangarven@g

mail.com 

 

 

 
 

Do you have a 
matter to 

raise? 

Come along to a 
PC Meeting 

 

Dates for 2019/20 

12th November 
2019 at 7pm, 

Portobello High 

4th March 2020 
at 7pm Portobello 

High 

22nd January 
2020 at 7pm 

Portobello High 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
Parent Council can sound grander than it is – in short, we are a group of parents 
and carers who strive to support Duddingston Primary School to be all that it can 
be so that our children can thrive. We discuss all issues that are raised through 
our class reps who you can contact in person or through our secretary rep - 
kirsten.donaldsonwheal@gmail.com  

Car parking  

We heard at the first meeting of the PC in September that since St John’s has 
moved to its new location, a number of parents have safety concerns about 
parked and idling vehicles in the vicinity and especially around the crossroads at 
Mountcastle Drive South and Duddingston Road. With the help of Karen Morris, 
we have escalated this issue to the City of Edinburgh Council via their Parental 
Locality Group meeting – we will keep you informed of the council’s feedback. 
You can find out more about locality meetings at: 
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20073/parental_engagement/1086/parent_gro
up_meeting_details 

Figgate Play Park  

The Figgate play park, which offered such a valuable resource to local families, 
is currently closed. We heard that Figgate Friends are currently fund raising to 
reinstate a play facility and the council is fully supportive – you can find out more 
at: http://www.figgatepark.org.uk/playpark-appeal/  

Other matters discussed included the methods by which feedback can be 
received about your child’s progress and development, lost property, ParentPay, 
P7 Benmore Camp and the school library. 

In order that the parent council can have a greater reach and influence, we are 
supporting a P2B dad, Rhys Nealon, to become a member of the Portobello 
Community Council. We anticipate that this will give matters that are of 
importance to you and your children greater publicity and awareness. 

  

The school library is up and running and children from the upper school are 
borrowing books.  Hopefully you have seen library books come home and are 
enjoying reading and talking about books with your child.  We have a suggestion 
box in the library and the children have been adding book requests.  The school 
library has been funded by the parent led FET, so we’ve lucky to be able to buy 
as many as possible of these book requests.  The library is run by parent 
volunteers.  We open the library for children to borrow books from 845-945 every 
day.  We are also involved with ongoing library improvements with the school.  If 
you are interested in volunteering we need volunteers who are able to commit to 
once a week or once a fortnight.   

   
 

 

 

Duddingston Parent Groups Newsletter 

School library 

Parent Council News 
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