
 

 

Duddingston’s Accelerated Reading Programme 

 

What is Accelerated Reading (AR)? 

AR is a computer programme that helps teachers manage and monitor children’s independent 

reading practice. Your child picks a book at their own level and reads it at their own pace. 

When finished, your child takes a short online quiz in class, that helps teachers to check that 

they have understood what they have read. These scores are monitored and stored 

automatically within the AR data system; they provide both pupils and staff with useful data 

to discuss, monitor and support their individual reading journeys. If you would like to see a 

sample quiz, have a look at http://www.renlearn.co.uk/accelerated-reader/sample-quizzes/ 

 

Children in P5-P7 at Duddingston PS are using AR, reading independently for up to 30 minutes 

each day, depending on their age and stage. AR has been shown to be a great motivational 

tool for encouraging progress and reading for enjoyment. It also allows for personalisation 

and choice. Teachers can support learners by guiding them to books appropriate to their 

ability and interests. 

 

Based on research, children who read for a minimum of 20 minutes each day with a 90% 

comprehension rate of the text they are reading, see the greatest gains on AR. 

 

What is a STAR Reading Test? 

STAR Reading Tests are used to determine each child’s reading level. It is an online reading 

assessment programme based on the pupils’ response to comprehension questions. It is 

adaptive and adjusts for each child – if a learner’s response is correct, the next question is 

more challenging. If an answer is incorrect, a less demanding question is offered. Each 

multiple choice STAR Reading Test takes around 20-30 minutes to complete and will result in 

a reading ability level for each child which can be used to help select appropriate reading 

material. We carry out these STAR Reading tests once each term. 

 

What is a Book Level? (Also referred to as ZPD as explained below) 

Book Levels are reported using the ATOS Readability formula and show the difficulty of the 

text and comprehension. The levels range from 0.5 up to 13.5. You can check the book level 

of any book currently within the AR system by using the website  

www.arbookfind.co.uk 

Children are recommended to choose books that are within their reading range in order to 

make best progress. 

 

http://www.renlearn.co.uk/accelerated-reader/sample-quizzes/


What is a Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD)?  

Your child will receive their ZPD after taking the STAR Reading test, and this range (for 

example 3.5-4.7) will show the range of Book Levels that will best suit your child’s reading 

ability and comprehension without causing frustration. To maximise progress in reading, it is 

important for children to read with a high level of comprehension and within their ZPD.  

 

What books are on AR? 

In our school library, we have an enormous number of books that are currently on the AR 

system, which are available for children to choose. A colour coded labelling system has been 

introduced to support the AR levels. Most fiction books for children and young people are on 

the AR system and new titles are constantly being added. Although not instant, children can 

request that a book is added to the system through their class teacher, as AR will add books 

if they get enough requests. For obvious reasons, Non-fiction texts/Information books are 

rarely AR coded. 

 

If you would like to check if a book is available on AR, you can again check at 

www.arbookfind.co.uk 

 

Enjoyment for reading 

The purpose of the AR tool is to improve reading comprehension skills which in turn 

increases reading for enjoyment and to date, this has been our experience here at 

Duddingston. However children are also taught and encouraged to select books based on 

other criteria and occasionally this may lead to them choosing a book which is not within 

their ZPD range. When this occurs, this opens a conversation with their class teacher to 

review how they found the book in terms of enjoyment, ease of comprehension and their 

quiz score. 

 

Data and Tracking 

AR provides us with a rich source of data that enables us to track and monitor pupils’ 

individual reading progress, identify concerns or challenges and ensure that the library 

facilitates and compliments the literacy requirements of our all our pupils here at 

Duddingston Primary. 

Although currently only P5 to P7 participate in the AR system, all classes use the library to 

support their daily reading for enjoyment. Next steps will be to include P4s in the AR 

programme in session 2020 to 2021. 

 

 

 


