
 

 

 Vacancy - Parent Council Chair 

This is a great and enjoyable opportunity to get involved with the school. The PC 
usually has 4 meetings a year, for a couple of hours in the evening, which you would 
chair. These meetings are intended to ensure that the voice of all parents and carers 
can be heard through their class representatives, on issues that affect their child's 
class or the wider school. They are an opportunity for discussion with other parents 
and carers, and the headteacher Mrs Morris, on current issues and on the PC priorities. 
You would also chair the AGM. 
 
A couple of times a year you would attend joint meetings with the chairs of the FET, 
Charitable Trust and Mrs Morris. These help us work well together, to support our 
school to be a great place for all Duddy children and families. Once a term the PC 
chair is also invited to attend a meeting with chairs of other parent councils in the 
local area.  
 
In addition, the chair can support the aims of the PC in other ways that suit their own 
skill set. For example, I have helped at events for new parents by giving a short talk on 
what the different parent groups do, or just chatting and serving teas and coffees. 
Setting up a survey to gather views of parents and carers and sharing the findings. 
Producing posters and helping with newsletters. But remember it's a team effort and 
you don't need to do everything. If you are interested in the role and would like to find 
out more, I would be delighted to hear from you (marieswinney@sky.com). 

 

Vacancy – Fundraising & Events Team Chair 

The FET aim to raise funds by organising events throughout the year to provide ‘extras’ 
not already provided by the school’s main income. Many of these ‘extras’ make our 
children’s learning more interesting and exciting. The events also provide an 
opportunity for parents, carers, staff and pupils to get together. 

The key aspects of the role are as follows: 

• Chair 4/5 meetings a year in the evening. Dates are event driven. 

• Liaise with school management team on events and spending priorities. 

• Attend joint chair meeting a couple of times a year. 

• Co-ordinate events and communication of these events. 

If you are interested in this role or would like more information, please contact me 
(elainepiotrowicz@hotmail.com) 

 

Don’t forget to join the new “Duddingston Primary Parents” Facebook group, if you 
haven’t already, for further information, events & news! 
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Duddingston Parent Groups Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Your Parent Groups Need You! 
 
The Parent Council (PC), Fundraising and Events Team (FET), and Charitable Trust are 
always keen for parents and carers to get involved in our meetings and events, and a 
big thank you to all those who come along. Very soon there will be a great opportunity 
for you to play a key role by becoming the chair person for either the PC or FET. Both 
chairs, Marie and Elaine, will step down in the summer when their youngest child 
moves on to high school. Here's what they say about the roles.  
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Fundraising & Events Team (FET) News 
 
What we’ve achieved! 
 
Thank you to all parents, carers, pupils 
and staff that have helped raise just 
over £2,400 so far in the 2018/19 school 
year! After feedback from across the 
school community, this money will be 
funding the following: 

• Lyceum workshops 

• Sports team jackets 

• Large playground games 

• New school library books 

 

Events 
 
Our Halloween party and discos were 
very well attended last October, and we 
managed to make a small profit of just 
over £60. See opposite for this year’s 
dates. 
 
The XMAS Fayre and Calendar sales 
raised £2,300. 
 
Thank you again to everyone that helped 
with these events. We simply cannot run 
our events without the assistance of 
parent volunteers.   
 
 
 
The Spring Fayre has been arranged for 
Saturday 1 June.  
More information will be communicated 
in the next few months. If you would 
like to organise a stall, please get in 
touch. All profits from the stalls will go 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Thank you to all parents, carers, pupils and staff that have helped raise just over £2,400 
so far in the 2018/19 school year! After feedback from across the school community, this 
money will be funding the following: 

• Lyceum Theatre workshops  

All P1-7 children will be given the opportunity to attend these workshops to 
celebrate learning of the Expressive Arts. 

• Sports team jackets 

30 jackets were purchased and were partly sponsored by Highland Fling Childcare. 
These will be worn at sporting events when representing the school.  

• Large playground games  

Large versions of games like Jenga & Skittles will be purchased for both 
playgrounds. 

• New school library books 

 

Events 
 
Our Halloween party and discos were very well attended last October, and we managed to 
make a small profit of just over £60. See opposite for this year’s dates. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Other Vacancy Opportunities 

The parents and carers of the morning nursery class, afternoon nursery class, and class 
P4A, currently need volunteers to be their class representative on the parent council, 
starting as soon as you can.  
 
Parents and carers of children in every class should have a voice on the parent council 
through their class representative.   At every PC meeting each class rep has the 
opportunity to raise any questions or concerns, from parents and carers. (But remember 
personal issues for your child are best raised directly with the class teacher or one of 
the senior staff).  
 
Parent Council meetings are just once per term, but if you have time you could help 
beyond that. Being a class rep on the Parent Council is a great way to help and encourage 
the school to be its best. Please contact marieswinney@sky.com or let another class rep 
know if you are interested and we would love to tell you more. 
 
 

Upcoming FET 
Events 

Spring Fayre -  
Sat 1 June  
 
P4-7 Halloween 
Disco - 
Wed 23 October 

 
P1-3 Halloween 
Party – 
Thurs 24 October 
 

FET Contact 

Details 

Facebook – Duddingston 

Primary Parents 

Email – 

elainepiotrowicz@hotmail.

com 

Next Meeting: 

Tues 26 March 7pm  

Portobello High School 

 

 

The XMAS Fayre and Calendar sales raised £2,300. 
 
Thank you again to everyone that helped with these events. We simply cannot run our events 
without the assistance of parent volunteers. There are a few FET members who will be 
leaving at the end of June so we would really love to see new members joining our meetings.  
 

The Spring Fayre has been arranged for Saturday 1 June. More information will be 
communicated in the next few months. If you would like to organise a stall, please get in 
touch. All profits from the stalls will go to school projects. 
 
Look out for the regular second-hand branded school uniform sales throughout the school 
year. This is run by two parent volunteers and any donations can be left at the school office.  
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 Parent Council (PC) News 
 
 
 

Next Parent 
Council Meeting 

Portobello High School 
at 7pm on: 

Tues 12th March 

ALL WELCOME! 

 

 

 

 

 Charitable Trust (CT) News 

CT Contact 
Details: 

Duddingston Primary 

Parents Facebook 

page 

 

Meetings  
 
At our 30 January meeting, class reps raised a wide range of issues and questions from parents 
and carers. For example, they raised:  

• the need to know the dates for the P7 events  

• P7 homework 

• use of CCTV footage 

• school communications with parents  

• shelter for parents whilst waiting for children 

• safe cycling to school 

• use of videos during wet breaks 

• the need to hear about active schools opportunities quickly  

 
We also discussed developments on building works, access to football pitches, a cycle rack for 
parents, school 60th birthday celebrations, class organisation, career and skills learning 
opportunities for pupils.  
 

Your Reps 
 
If you have anything you’d like to raise at meetings, or if you have questions at any time, your 
rep would love to hear from you – by email or in the playground.  
 
To get in touch with the Parent Council, contact our secretary/P1A rep Kirsten - 
kirsten.donaldsonwheal@gmail.com  
 
Come along and find out more at our next meeting, on Tuesday 12 March.  
 
 
 

  
Your Charitable Trust has been working away to give our school more interesting play spaces and 
support our kids to learn.  
 
Over the past four years the trust has received over £23,000 in grants which has been spent on 
things like completing the library, adding our story telling area (the mushrooms!), our climbing 
walls new trees and sandpit. Just last month, the Trust provided funds to purchase splash suits 
and storage for outdoor kit so that our P1s and 2s can get out and do more without having to 
worry about wet clothes. 
 
We’ll be organising more planting days where parents get involved in growing and caring for the 
playgrounds, helping to make them brilliant places for kids to explore and learn. 
 
Having completed the part funding of the library, focus this year will be to improve the 
playgrounds and support more outdoor learning – as time spent outdoors helps kids to be both 
healthier and happier. We’re funding inclusion too so that all our kids get to take part in events 
and opportunities at school. 
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Easyfundraising 
 
 Easyfundraising is a website where you can help us raise funds simply by doing your online 
shopping. Every time you shop, we receive a small donation to say, ‘thank you’ and it’s 
completely free too! We have already raised over £1,350, so please help us reach our target of 
£2,000 by the end of 2019 by signing up for free at 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/duddingstonprimary/ 
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Next 
Charitable 

Trust Meeting 

Portobello High 
School at 6.30pm 
on Mon 25th March 
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Parents from the school help us in lots of ways. Here are three ways you can help today: 
 

1. Find out if your employer gives grants to support schools. If so, just let us know! We can 
follow up and apply.  

2. Come along to a tree planting day/playground improvement day – details will be posted 
on the Duddingston Primary Parents Facebook page  

3. If you have an issue that’s important to you or you want to help transform the 
playgrounds – tell us your ideas! It just takes a few interested people and some good 
ideas to make great things happen.   

 
 
 
Want a new challenge this year? Help transform our playgrounds by joining the Charitable Trust   
 
All our groups make a huge contribution to our school and offer lots of opportunities to meet other 
parents and help our kids. What makes the Trust an interesting choice is the chance to work with 
other parents to set priorities and raise some large amounts of money that can have a big impact on 
our school environment – transforming spaces and resources, creating a better place for our 
children to grow and to learn.  
 
And it doesn’t take that much time – just one evening meeting every 2-3 months, and a bit of work 
behind the scenes to identify a potential source of funding and/or make an application. 
 
Here’s what Trustee Evelyn Mitchell has to say about it: ‘I joined the Charitable Trust as I wanted 
to help make the playground and other outdoor spaces at the school a bit more interesting for the 
kids, and to increase the possibilities for outdoor learning. We are so lucky to have such great 
spaces, and with the help of parent and carer volunteers, we are gradually improving things by 
adding some plants, painting railings and planting up flower pots. We've also planted cherry trees 
and bamboo in the P1/2 playground. There are now willow tunnels in both playgrounds, and 
although they are looking a bit bare at the moment, they’ll be popular with the kids when they 
start to green up as the weather improves. The school pond has been lined and is filling up nicely 
with rainwater. There's a few more jobs to do though, so if you can spare and hour or two to help, 
it would be much appreciated.  
 
The Trust has also funded the new storytelling and performance area in the big playground, and 
part funded the school library. At the moment we're looking for new Trust members, so if you'd like 
to find out more, please come along to the next meeting at Portobello High School on Monday 25th 
March at 6.30pm. 
 
 
 
How the playground has been made better  
 
Lots of parents have helped the Charitable Trust and the school to make small improvements 
that all add up to make a more enjoyable, diverse and fun spaces.  
 
P1/2 playground  

• Painted railings 

• New wooden mushroom stools  

• New sand pit/water tray 

• Varnished hut and mushrooms 

• Planted up flower pots 

• Planted bamboo 

• Planted two cherry trees 

• Cleared overgrown area at the side and created a willow tunnel  

• Planed willow in top corner (to be a sheltered quiet area when it grows in) 

• New wooden storage container for 'loose parts' 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 
P3/4 playground 

• 4-way shooter 

• Markings on the ground for ball courts and other games 

• Climbing wall 

• Storytelling and performance area 

• Willow tunnel 

• New storage for 'loose parts' 
 
The spaces are made better by lots of parents contributing skills, time and resources. For 
example, the mud kitchen in the nursery garden was created from a Belfast sink donated by a 
parent and put together by another parent. It can be that simple to add a bit of interest and 
enjoyment to our children’s play spaces. If you have an idea – or a skill or something to give us – 
just contact us via the Duddingston Primary Parents Facebook page.  
 
 
 

 

 

The plans for our new school library in Room 13 have been put back slightly due to the room 
being used to decant the P1-2s during the building work. Once the final P1 class has been 
refurbished Room 13 will be painted and re-carpeted.  
 
The FET have donated £500 towards the purchase of new books.  
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 Library Update 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


